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God-Ordained Leaders—Prophetesses
Prophetesses

Miriam

Singing songs of victory on the seashore Moses’ older sister and
Scripture’s first recorded prophetess (Exod. 15:1-21) Moses and the
children of Israel sang victory songs recounting the miracle at the Red
Sea and predicting similar successes as they reclaimed the Promised
Land. Moses’ sister Miriam, who led the women in celebration, is called
a “prophet” (15:20).

Deborah

Jabin, Deborah and Barak. She predicted the victory of Barak over the
Canaanites (Judg. 4:1-16) The LORD ‘sold’ Israel into the hands of the
Canaanite king Jabin, who with his 900 chariots led by Sisera had a
decided advantage. Deborah, already recognized in Israel as a
prophetess, now became its delivering judge.

Isaiah’s wife

Isaiah’s unnamed wife She bore Isaiah two sons whose names in
themselves were prophetical of coming judgment (Isa. 8)

Huldah

Judgment will not come after you’re gone She predicted the prosperous
reign of King Josiah (2 Chron. 34:22-28) Upon hearing the law read,
Josiah mourned over the sins of Israel, realizing that God was surely
angry with the nation. At Josiah’s direction, Hilkiah consulted the
prophetess Huldah concerning Israel’s fate. She replied that Israel
would indeed be judged but hat, because he had mourned and humbled
himself, the judgment would not come during Josiah’s lifetime.
In a parallel passage the title could read, The nation will not die till you
die! (2 Kgs. 22:14-20)

Anna

Two elderly Israelites were consoled by Christ’s advent. A prophet
named Simeon testified to the identity of the infant Christ. She was the
84-year old widow who was present at the dedication of the infant Jesus
in the temple (Luke 2:36-38) She told “everyone who had been waiting
for the promised King” that their Redeemer had arrived.

Philip’s four
daughters

Warnings fall on Paul’s “deaf” ears. They met Paul in Caesarea during
his third missionary journey (Acts 21:8-9) It is not recorded that they
gave any utterances to Paul.
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